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which surrounded him. To be en rapport with
the scientific notions of his day, as a modern
realistic thinker, he must have accepted in its full
implications the evolutionary doctrine. But the
ethical bias and the odd idealism in him worked
together to modify or oppose this view, as will
be further seen later in this study, when we come
to consider his religious and philosophic position.
His special involvement in socialism was but
the natural flowering out of his general rebellious
attitude towards privilege, capital, and things-
as-they-are. He passed from George to the Ger-
man Marx, with his theory of rent, took part in
the debates of the Social Democratic Federation,
and for a time Marx's theory of surplus value took
the place with him before occupied by George's
single tax as an open sesame of reform. He
sloughed off earlier views as he lived and thought,
with the courage of the strong man aware that
consistency, in the sense of dogged retention of
opinion, is emphatically not a jewel. In 1884*,
the Fabian Society, the name itself suggestive of
the policy of making haste slowly, was formed.
Shaw became one of its leading members, and has
been influential in the organization ever since;atmeal; withl to call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